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and coal,   During the three years 1910-1142 these accounted for
nearly two-thirds of the total value of all goods brought into the
country from abroad.  Almost 30 per cent of the Imports consisted
of cotton goods from the United Kingdom, Japan, India, and the
United States. The United Kingdom supplied the bulk of the piece
goods, though Japan and the United States shared the trade in plain,
grey sheetings, and Japan was gaining control of the market in drills.
The extent to which the Japanese have been able to improve their
relative position during and since 1914-18 is indicated by the fact
that, whereas in 1913, of all the piece goods imported into China,
56 per cent, according to value, were manufactured in Britain,
wMIe 18 per cent came from Japan, in 1936,26 per cent were from
the former country and 69 per cent from the latter.  On the other
hand, the development of industry in China has led to reduced
imports from abroad, and Bowing antipathy to Japan has
favoured Great Britain,   In China hand labour is still in many
respects cheaper than machine labour, and much of the imported
yam is used along with Chinese cotton in the domestic manufacture
of a        bit durable cotton fabric. Among other imports may
be noted rice, mineral oil, iron and steel goods, machinery, and
railway plant. The first of these is supplied         by Indo-CWxia ;
oil, which conies chiefly from the United States, Sumatra* and
Borneo, lias grown greatly in favour with the CMnese and has
largely displaced vegetable oils as an ffinraioaiit Iron and steel
goods, machinery, and railway plant are imported from Great
Britain, the United States, Canada, and Japan,